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attention to the best in | Targhee Ski Resort sits twelve miles away. There’s mountain biking and trout fishing out
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towrope, man, the first truck to come along is going to pull you out.”

Like almost every small town in the West, and perhaps more than ||
most, Driggs finds itself polarized, split between the old-timers (in this |

case, Mormon potato farmers whose families have been in the valley
for more than a century) and the relative newcomers, recreational im-
migrants with sunglasses on strings and pants made of everything but
wool. If Driggs was a car, it'd be a tricked-out El Camino, tailgate
smeared with the blood of last year’s elk, hay scattered in the bed, a ski
rack on the roof.

If you've been to Driggs, it's probably because of Targhee. With two
thousand skiable acres, five hundred annual inches of snow (champagne
powder, in chamber-of-commerce-speak). cat skiing, and three guest
lodges, the resort is the recreational linchpin of the Teton Valley. But
groomed slopes are only the most visible local skiing. It's the backcountry
that lights up the locals. Clair Yast, owner of Yostmark Mountain Equip-
ment, co-owner of Yéstmark Backcountry Tours, and, for the past twelve
years, designer of his own line of telemark skis (the Mountain Noodle and
the Classic Noodle), has been cutting tracks in the valley for most of his
life. “You can ski the whole west side of the Tetons from here,” he says.
“You can drive to Teton Pass. Or you can stop at the state line and climb
into the Mount Oliver area or West Burbank, some of the best backcoun-
try runs you can find anywhere. And there’s all
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kinds of skiing in the Big Holes and the Snake

Telluride, Colorado . ; »
| River Range. It just goes on and on and on.

(pop. 2,131), is the
best town around for
drinking, with a bar
for every 97 residents.
Main Street has the
mother lode, with the

| the skiing, but stayed for the biking. “People

Sheridan, Roma, and £ y
~ ask me where the best trails are and [ tell them,

the Fly Me to the
Moon Saloon, which
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~ Close your eyes and point a finger,” " he says.
| “Per capita, the sheer number of trails is higher
* than almost any place I've seen.”

[ The same mountains that make for good
~ biking and skiing also feed the trout streams.

packs them in with
live music three
nights a week.
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tain brook-trout fisheries. The Teton River flows by three miles outside
of town. The South Fork of the Snake is thirty minutes away. Henry's
Fork is an hour. Fishing guide Mitch Prissel, who's been slinging flies
in the valley for ten years, says, “You fish the Teton on a good day and
you can catch thirty fish: rainbows, cuts, and brookies. Plus, most of
the land around Driggs is still owned by the original families, so you
can just knock on a door and ask for access.”

Having so many daytime diversions, however, comes at a price.
The nightlife in Driggs is anemic at best. There’s a drive-in theater (the
Spud) in the summer and a few places to get a microbrew, but the clos-
est mixed drink is eight miles south, in Victor. The nearest gourmet
meal is over the pass, in Jackson. But people don’t come to Driggs for

the eating or the drinking. They come because it ain't Aspen. They come
because the price tag on a home in Jackson is twice what it is in Driggs.
There’s no telling how long it’s going to last, though. A snake in every
garden. People complain that a new high school, built two years ago, is
already overcrowded. The first stoplight in town will be installed this
spring. Subdivisions and condominiums keep popping up like annoying,
persistent flatulence. But having a beer in the Royal Woll, a pizza at
O'Rourke’s, or a burrito at Hernandez's, or spending the night in the
Pines Motel Guest Haus (a pine-paneled cross between a bed-and-
breakfast and a ski chalet), you realize that in the grand karmic scheme of
things, it somehow makes sense. The garden needs the snake. Driggs will
change, sure, but it's the changing, the ephemerality, that makes it all so
valuable. The trick is to catch it while it’s still good. ~ALLEN JONES
NOTES: For skiing, contact Grand Targhee Resort (800-827-4433 or grandtar-
ghee.com). For other sporting inquiries, try Ydstmark Mountain Equipment (208-
354-2828 or yostmark.com) or Big Hole Mountain Sports (208-354-2209). If
you're visiting, try the Pines Motel Guest Haus (208-354-2774), and if you decide
to stay, contact American Realty West (208-354-2348). For more information, go to

tetonvalleychamber.com. |continued|
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== MEBAL-TIME: Dining options in
Brag “fimited, but Miké's serves
up-a'mean plate of buffalo meatloaf




